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1984 - 1987: “Nation At Risk” Report
-Shifted education priorities to an economic 
standpoint to raise standards and graduation 
requirements to compete in a global economy; 
students seen as human capital. 

1989: National Education 
Summit 
-President George Bush 
convened governors for 
the first National 
Education Summit to 
establish five concrete 
education goals to be 
met by 2000.  

1993: Annenberg Grant
-Largest private grant given to reform 
public urban schools in Philadelphia, New 
York, Detroit, Chicago, and Los Angeles.  

1996: Big Business 
Summit
-IBM hosted national 
education summit to fix 
public education by 
creating national 
standards for 
achievement. President 
Clinton attended the 
summit as a guest. 

1990s: Privatization Movement
-Vouchers, charter schools, and homeschooling develop as a 
free-market response to educational reform. 

2001: No Child Left 
Behind
-Federal policy, NCLB, 
enacted to create 
national standards for 
student achievement, 
teacher qualifications, 
and school 
accountability. 


